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Objectives

1. To recognize ñred flag symptomsò for 
early identification of autism spectrum 
disorder.

2. To name DSM-IV-TR diagnostic criteria 
for autism and pervasive 
developmental disorders.

3. To describe co-existing mental health 
symptoms.

4. To illustrate types of intervention.



http://www.time.com/time/magazine/0,9263,7601020506,00.html


Developmental Disabilities

ÅMental Retardation

ÅPervasive Developmental Disorders

ïAutistic Disorder

ïAspergerôs Disorder

ïPDD, NOS

ïRettôs Disorder

ïChildhood Disintegrative Disorder



Vulnerability in D.D.

Åreduced capacity to withstand stress

Åpoor coping skills and problem solving

Åcommunication limitations

Åcognitive limitations - concrete thought

Åsuggestibility

Ålack critical judgment and abstractions

Åemotional lability

Åproblems with changes, transitions


